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Con artist Billy Cunningham is no stranger to the casinos of Las Vegasâ€”heâ€™s ripped off every

single one. But his latest scamâ€”a year in the makingâ€”promises his crew their biggest payday yet.

Billy has thought of everything down to the last detailâ€¦or so he thinks.He hasnâ€™t counted on the

father-son team of contract killers looking to cash in on Billyâ€™s head. Or his old flame, Maggie

Flynn, out for payback for her broken heart. If Billy and his team can pass themselves off as high

rollers for a week straight, living it up in Vegasâ€™s most exclusive suites and box seats, theyâ€™ll

get their chance to make their VIP status permanent. Itâ€™s the biggest scam of their livesâ€”if they

live.
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This is an exceptionally well-written, well-researched and throughly enjoyable series.Billy

Cunningham is one of the most likable protagonists I've ever read, and James Swain has done a

stupendous job of constructing novels that are as entertaining as they are informative, and as

cleverly plotted as they are suspenseful. Unlike most mystery novels these days, Swain manages to

inject profound levels of humor and wit into the characters he crafts, all while concocting a story that



is intricately devised, loaded with deftly planned characters and well-examined life lessons.What I

appreciate most about Billy Cunningham is the character's relentless pursuit of his goals despite the

obstacles in his way. In both of the books in this series, it seems like everything this poor man plans

unravels due to circumstances outside of his control. However, being the expert that he is,

Cunningham always remains calm and manages to think clearly, effectively mitigating and solving

the trouble that arises. It's also great to see how far ahead this character plans, and I enjoy the

insight offered into the inner workings of the human psyche, as Billy Cunningham knows the human

mind very well and is a great master of psychological manipulation. Augmenting these superb

characteristics is Cunningham's rapport with the group of fellow cheats that comprise his crew is

very entertaining to read.In addition to the terrific character development, Swain does a stellar job of

educating. We are given riveting insight into lots of the inner workings of Las Vegas, ranging from its

casino management to the underground harem of pimps and drug dealers.
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